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NARRATIVE OF A VISIT TO THE ASSYRIAN 
CHRISTIANS IN KURDISTAN. 

Undertaken at the request of the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
in the Autumn of 1884. 


H IS Grace the Archbishop of Canterbury requested Sir. Athelstan 
Eiley, JI.A., of Pembroke College, Oxford, F.H.G.S., to 
undertake a journey in the autumn of 1881 to North-Western Persia 
and Kurdistan, with a view of ascertaining the present condition of 
the Assyrian or Nestorian Christians, and the state of the Misrion 
sent thither in 1881 by the late Archbishop Tait and the Archbishop 
of York. 

Mr. Kiley promptly undertook the journey, without putting the 
Assyrian Christians Committee to any expense, and the following is 
the account of his labours. 

It may be noticed, in explanation of a passage in his letter to the 
Archbishop, that as Mr. Kiley was passing the chief centre of the 
Armenian Church, tho Archbishop of Canterbury took the opportunity 
of interchanging friendly communications with the superior authorities 
of that Church ; similarly, the salutations of his Grace were conveyed 
to the Exarch of Georgia, as the highest representative of the Holy 
Orthodox Eastern Church met with on the journey. 


My Lord Archbishop, 

At your Grace’s request I shall describe in this present letter the 
principal details of my recent journey to Armenia and Kurdistan. 
The general Report on the Assyrian Church I have added separately 
for the sake of distinctness, and have touched therein upon various 
matters well known to your Grace, which I considered proper to insert 
for the information of thos • to whom your Grace might be pleased to 

SU Accompanied by Mr. H. P. Cholmeley, B.A., of Magdalen College, 
Oxford, I left England on August 20th and travelled via Warsaw, 
Kieff and Bostoff, to Yladikavkas, and then across the Caucasus by the 
Darie’l Pass to Tiflis, which we reached in thirteen days. The Exarch 
of Georgia being absent from his metropolis I was unable personally 
to convey your Grace’s salutation, so I wrote to his Holiness to express 
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return, and then left Tiflis as 

the hope that complete. ^ chmiadzin at the 
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rector is the most learned ot an tn Anglican and 
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. 

rs’;™ “»■> •*** “ , 
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telegram was necessary, and th n ^hle to proceed into Turkish 

telegraph to TJrmi, as 1 “mV which he was not then in a 

territo^ without caress orfe^rem^^, Qrace to exp i am m , 

position to give. X also teiegrai 

pupils, nearly aU hoarders. &■ medical missionary, the 
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whole standing in *mm ° There is also a ehapcl belonging to the 
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the iSS? of the whole European community. 


5 


There are about seven adult English people in Tabriz, not including Spimwj shu¬ 
ttle Consul-General and Mrs. Abbott,who at the time of ray visit were in sguihM 
England. These are, of course, permanently without the ministra- Tfcbri ** 
tions^ of religion. Although Mr. Wahl in his hurried departure from 
Urmi had neglected to bring the sacred vessels with him, I prevailed 
upon him to celebrate the Eucharist, and give Communion to such as 
desired it, which was done during our stay, on St Matthew’s Day. 

.AJ1 the English children are baptised; the Consul generally 
administers this sacrament, in the absence of a priest. 

ye left Tabriz in caravan on September 23rd, a"d took the usual Chosrova. 
road to TJrmi, round the northern side of the hike. On the way we cESrc?^ 4 *" 1 
stayed two rights at Chosrova, where we were hospitably entertained 
by the French Missionaries. The plain of Salmas, in which Chosrova 
is situated, has a large Christian population, Armenian and Assyrian, 
scattered about^ in different villages round the town of Dilman. * The 
Latin Mission has been established for over thirty years, and although 
it lias made no progress amongst the Armenians, ’it has consolidated 
and enlarged that part of the Assyrian nation, which, since the latter 
part of the seventeenth century, has been united with Dome under 
the name of the “Chahhean Church.” 1 I believe there are but very 
*' ew . bhe Old Assyrians left in the plain of Salmas; here the 
Latins are paramount, although a small Protestant propaganda has 
been established under one of the American Missionaries from 
Urmi.* 

The Mission at Chosrova is worked bv six Homan Catholic clergv- Mission 
men, consisting of four French Lazarists and two Armenian Mechi- * Ch0fcroT *- 
tarists, who have just arrived from Venice. There are also seven 
bisters of Charity. It maintains a seminary or theological college for 
training young ecclesiastics; twenty students are boarded, lodged, 
and clothed, at the average annual cost of £28 apiece. The Latina 
have thus discovered the most effective way of assisting the Chaldman 
Church, and in all the villages I afterwards visited, where there 
was a Chaldman community, I invariably found the priest to be a 
well-instructed, intelligent, and polite man, generally a leader in 
the village, aud always a little oasis of civilisatioa in the desert of 
barbarism. 2 

The native Chaldman Bishop resides at Chosrova, a^d his church is Ch*ia»=a Mi** 
just outside the Mission House. It is to all intents and purposes a *"*****“•■ 
Western Church, and the Old Assyrian rites ha?e been so Latinised 
that the ordinary spectator would fail to discover wherein they 
differed from the modern Roman; the altar and the vestment* are 

i I have used throughout the word “Assyrian ” to denote the Xestorian Church and 
Nation, os being the title by which they are known in thia countrv. Ttiev call them- 
eslves Syrians (Soorayee), claiming a Jewish descent, Xcetofians and Chaldmass* 

(see the Patriarch s letter, page 18) : but the last name is invariably employed bT 
Europeans to denote the Latin Assyrians. r J J 

8 The ChnliLean Bishops and priests receive regular stipends from Fiance. 

•In tub sequent Mission publications the practice of giving the title of “ Ckaldeoms** 
to the Uniat Assyrians exclusively has been abrndotud . Besides “Assyrian," this 
people is known by the name of “(East) Syrian," “ Chaldaam" and “ Xeebtrum f 
and although the multiplicity of tides is confusing, each has to bt oewuiomltu 
employed. 9 
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t*.*: j/iaj.*. to f.iZTtr** vt.s t=. The Protestist ^Presbytenas_ Missktn f«ai 

f>-oxa Ajs^noa sas itt Liri.dfjtar’crs a: Przsl, Trilh a Large establishisestt 
it tj.fe city aid & cferitizl triititg school, theological,, medical, Hrsij 
Mrcttla/, titou*. half as Losr tercsd the walls. Many chapels ac-1 
w;hv>l* art scat it rod over the plain, and Xisaios stations, stronglr 
built and fcarrotisdod by walls, which go by the na to o of “easties.” 

Sis ttiniatCTi), one a physic-ias, art.- attached to tit- Mission, who live 
in their own Louses with their wives and families. These Americans 
arc conetantly building and buying fiv-sh houses and land. I was 
in formed that this summer alone* they had built private residences in 
three or four places. Apparently they have large sums of money at 
their command, derived partly from America and partly, I believe, 
from I'lnglued. They go by the name of ‘'English,” and I have 
frequently hud extreme diihculty in persuading the natives that 
” Englishmen” were not necessarily American Presbyterians. On 
one occasion we were very neurly driven out of a large Armenian 
village, where we hud craved hospitality for the night, because tho 
inhabitants declared that “ Englishmen ” only came for the purpose 
of drawing away people from their ancient faith. 

The Latin.** huve a fine church, large Mission buildings, and a staff 
consisting of u Bishop, four Lazarist priests, a lay-helper, and some Urm 
Winters of Charity, all Freuch. 

f t 1 fofihd *t desirublc to leave Urmi earlier than I had intended. The rufflcaiuen ia .' 

Turkish Vice-Consul informed me that far ft cm being able to assist mo **“. 
in crossing the froutier, he had received absolute instructions from *o»r. Ji^aS* la- 
T'ubriz to prevent my doing so. i therefore despatched one telegram bSS** 
to tliu Turkish Ambassador in London to say that I was still in 
dilllcultiee, and another to the Turkish Consul at Tabriz to tell him 
that 1 proposed to cross the frontier on the following day, and tb^T 1 
left Urmi ou October 3rd. Before my departure I paid a return visit 
to the Sal a, when his Excellency asked me to inform her Majesty’s 
Minister in Teheran that having inquired into the matt er 0 f Mr. 

Wahl's expulsion I was satisfied that his (the Sala's) explanation was 
correct. ^ 1 replied that I hud that day heard that Mr . Wahl was on 
his way back to Urmi, and that if on my return from the me on tains in 
three weeks time I found that be had been received by his Excellency* 
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i™, ““t I “igW count on him. 1 ‘ ^ to Euglnni Tho Lin 

S?,*Hoa“& *'■ r?“ d t .'l B ** a for some time and then^dismis.;^,?' 11311611016 ord inaiy 
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™« 3 informed “8 that yon 
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represented to me thaton account of Z'^“‘i ‘° K °' U ™’ hit it was 
° penetrate farther into the countrv ^ woldd he better not 

authorities and a proper escort anFa. Ti?®? the recognition of the 
Atri™i „ tm,. important business I did not mind running fb* 1 “T d “ slled my most 
, 0n ° ur arrival at Diza I thlH S f h ® rlsk ° f eI P“M°n- 
from Constantinople had not mrived'* Th p T0 , uraile commr.nication 
to proceed to the Patriarch" rtwlv J sl '? refused t0 “How ns 

the iTattran, and informed „ that™ “ no / ed j“ ?ur having seen 
Chnsfc.an villages in the nlain r>f n 6 n,u ?^ : no ^ any of the 

managed to emp?oy?he^vfe?" W tlie tonj How! 
at Dn-a in visiting thos P e rilL^ h, "I we £ foraed fo 3 Pand 
schools. _ Initwo days the teleg^ms'which'l 1 ^ 1F “ hI hud °P ened 
Of Foreign Affairs at ConstantimSe I,} £ l ha i‘Sant to the Minister 
were answered, and I was allowed 1 Ma J es ‘.r’s Ambassador 
arranged that Mr. Cholmeley shon d J * 1° the Pa Warch. I 
(who had joined ns in the monnSs' t0 X7mu with ^ 

X - therefore wrote to the Sail ]?,!* “"“j? matters with the 
Vahl With Mr. Cholmeley and S'w es “”" bim to receive Mr 
caravan reached Kochanes the felW?™ • 0D 0ctober 11th. My 

in * froqTen/ conv^rsaMons ^th f °the ?3 spen? 

°7 , » “ 4 ™%'S ££Ar, 

rr’"' *T rCtei " d ° f J “ lh * *• 

to ■•.&*« VM to 
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reached rrmi, found that Mr. Cholmeley had visited severa.’ -llagea in 
the plain, and had furthermore most satisfaetorily effected tue recon¬ 
ciliation between the Sola und Mr. Wahl. 

"We left TJnni the following duy, and taking the road via Dilman R^onuo 
and Choi crossed the Eussia.ii frontier and reached Tb'/s on the last day SS? JS ma 
ot October. We remained here three days, in the course of which we £**”* 01 
visited the Exarch. of Georgia, and spent two hours in interesting vor * L *~ 
conversation with his Holiness, who expressed his gratification at my 
visit. The following day, being Sunday, I attended in academical 
dress the celebration of the Liturgy in the chapel of the Exarchate. 

>\e left Till is on November 3rd, aud travelled to England without p***™ .to 
stopping, overland aa the Caucasus and the South of Eussia, rcachm» 

London ou November 11th. 

Aud now, my Lord Archbishop, I have only to deliver up my 
Report, which has ussumed larger proportions thuh I anticipated, and 
to fulfil, my duty to your Grace, and my pledges to the Assyrians, bv 
submitting thett condition and their necessities to your' Paternal 
wisdom. I ask your Grace’s blessing and beg to subscribe myself, 

Your Grace’s most obedient and dutiful cervant, 

_ „ Athelstan Hi let. 

Pejibkoee College, Oxfoud. 


ybiemler 30M, 1884. 


GENERAL PEP OUT. 

I. Ox THE WOLK OF THE EXISTING MlSSIOX. 

The Rev. Rudolph Wahl, an Austrian by birth, but in Anglican A PP«etrarath« 
Orders (of the American Church), was sent out to Kurdistan in the &$STcw£ 
spring ot 1881 by the Archbishops of Canterbury and York, to minister «< 

to the needs of the Assyrian Christians, in answer to the many appeals "* W * U ' 
made b_v them to the Anglican hierarchy. The history of our connec¬ 
tion with this ancient Church is briefly the following. Since the vear 
1838 the Assyrian ecclesiastical authorities have been imploring the „ 

help Of the Church of England. In 1842 the Rev. Dr. Badger and 
~~ r * * •, ' El etc her were sent out to Kurdistan, but were withdrawn 
the following year. In 1868 a fresh appeal was made bv certain 
Assyrian Bishops and priests, in consequence of which the Rev. E. L. 

Cutts was despatched on a Mission of inquiry in 1876. He was 
received with great enthusiasm by the whole Assyrian people, and has 
published au interesting account of his journey under the title of 
C/tritUians under the Crescent in Asia, which forms a supplement to 
Dr. Badger s lengthy and vul unble treatise, The Xest»rians and their 
AftMa/j fhe result of Mr. Cutts’s report was the sending cut of 
Mr. Wahl. The cost of this Mission has been borue by the 8.P.G. 
and the S.P.C.K., Mr. Wahl receiving annually £300 stipend, £72 
for school expenditure, and occasional small grants for travelling. 

He first established himself at Kochanes and opened a school there, 
but owing, I believe, to a disagreement between himself and the x * m * 
Patriarch, he left this village in the autumn of 1881, and eatehlinbed 
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Har Scrgis, with about 18 children, 


informed nThe”had’ coaSibatribut wT^’ *° which Hr - tt'ahl 
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pneAs or to candidates for nriUr, *- instruction has been <nven tr» 

1 „n gnesrioning one of 
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forth a man who was called Christ; that during His whole life Christ , 
was but a »<», not God in any sense, but that when He worked / 
miracles it * os by the power of God, as the prophets of old were / 
enabled to perform them; that Christ was crucified and was buried, 1 
being mere man, and that afterwards God took Him up to heaven, i 
vt nere He became God and was no longer man, still existiug in heaven, / 
simply God. This poor priest was quite ready to acknowledge his 
JF*?"“ ce * an ? listened attentively whilst I explained to him the 
Catholic doctrine ot the Incarnation ; his heresy was simply the result i 
ot his never having had any religious teaching. I believe there are 1 
not six men m the whole Assyrian Church of sufficient theological 1 
earning to he teachers of the faith. To employ ignorant priests to 1 
teach even children is only to provide blind guides for the blind, and ! 
it is not in this way that this ancient Church will be saved, and brought 
back into the old paths. 

formal permission of the authorities, Turkish and Persian c>aici*i Sanction 
should be obtained for the establishment of the Mission , otherwis^ ^ L,t 
t ere result such conflicts with the powers that be us not only to 
hinder the work of the Mission, to ruin English and European prestige 
m the eyes of the natives, both Christian and Mohammedan, and to 
be a source of anxiety to the Missionary and trouble to Her Mujesty’s 
Consuls, but also to inflict positive cruelty on the very people we wish 
to help by creating difficulties between them and their rulers, which 
only end iu trouble to the unfortunate Christians while we stand by 
and are powerless to help them. 

I believe that Mr. AN uhl has honestly tried to do his best; that the 
money entrusted to him for schools has been properly spent, and that 
all murmuriugs on the subject can be entirely accounted for, partly by 
the natural avarice ot the Assyrians, und partly by their refusal to 
believe thut the wealthy Church of England could" have allotted bo 
small a sum to the work of their religious regeneration. I have care- 
iully examined anil checked Mr. Wahl’s aceompts of monevs paid and 
nnd them to be correct. 

2. Ox the Present Condition of tue Assyrian Chcrcil 

The Assyrian Christians were cut off from the communion of the Nastorfan 
Catholic Church in the fifth century after Christ, because they refused Uwu *' 
f® i°J n iD anathematizing Nestorius, who had been condemned by the 
Third (Ecumenical Council for his heretical opinions respecting the 
Incarnation of our Messed Lord. Their ancient theological treatises 
are undoubtedly tainted with heresy, and although they are at present 
too ignorant to hold .Nestorkn doctrines intelligently, still ignorance 
will not purge heresy, and as a Church they refuse to this dav to 
employ orthodox language bv objecting to the title “ Theotokos,’’ or 
Mother of God,” and by using the expression “ Two Persona,” in 
speaking of the Mature of Christ. 1 They habitually apeak of the 

* Xot being acquainted with Syria.*, I am unable to aay how far this exprearion u the 
result of contusion of language. The whole matter ia fully diaeusaed in Dr. Badaer 1 * 

Acttorwn* and tlcir liituah, with notes by the late l>r. Neale. * 
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great heresiarch as “ Saint Nestorius,” and the popular estimation 
puts him lit least on the level of the Holy Apostles. 

Next in importance cjmes the abuse of hereditary Bishops, which 
seems to be a corruption of the last three hundred years. The choice 
being thus limited to single families, the sees are frequently filled with 
unworthy prelates. 

Ecclesiiistical discipline is at such a low ebb that bad or careless 
discipline^ ecclesiastics seem to be left unpunished. At the present time, of the 
three Bishops whose sees are in the Plain of Unni, two have been 
absent in Europe for the last three yea’-s, one having utterly refused 
to return to his people, the other (so the Exarch of Georgia informed 
me) is now on his way home, simply because he could not get himself 
supported any longer in Russia; tho third Bishop has not left his 
country, but is reported, whether truly or not, to be thoroughly 
worthless and immoral. No steps had been taken to deprive these 
Bishops, but on my representing the state of affuirs to the Mattran, he 
told mo that he intended to call a Synod and try to depose them, and 
the Patriarch promised mo that if we established a Mission station at 
TJrmi, he would consecrate fresh Bishops to take the place of the 
absentees, but that without English support it would be useless to do 
so, as they could not stand against foreign proselytism. 

TOticnat Crrai. Since the abandonment of the Old Assyrians of TJrmi by their 
spiritual rulers they have become so disorganised that there have been 
no services on Sundays in the church, but only occasional Eucharists 
on festivals. "We recommenced the usual services on the Sunday while 
Mr. Cholmcley was at Unni, and I left instructions that a priest was to 
be found to carry them on through the winter, under the superinten¬ 
dence of Mr. "Wahl. There is a large body of Christians in and about 
TJrmi who have once been either Presbyterians or Chaldceans, but who 
now belong to no community in particular, wishing to return to their 
own Church, but having no one to take them by the hand. 

The following is a list of the Assyrian Bishops as furnished to me 
by the Mattran, and corrected and enlarged by the Patriarch*:— 


Bishops with 
their Secs. 


Mar Shimoon, Patriarch of the East, resides at Kochanes. 

Mai* Joseph Hnan-Ishu (or Joseph Levi), Mattran or Metropolitan 
of the East, resides at Shamsdia. 

Mar Johannan of Shamsdin. 

Mar Sor-Ishu of Gavar. 

Mar Sleeva of Gavar, now ministering to the necessities of the 
Assyrian colony in Erivan (Russia Armenia), having escaped 
thither from persecution. 

Mar Sergis of Jeelu. 

M.ir lshuyou of Araidia. 

Mar Jobnan of Ekri. 


Mar Shimoon i 
Mar Touma j ot Artc 
Mar Joseph of Schoch. 


* £ or . . tu ^ se 1 Htn t and corrected Halt of the episcopate see more recent Ifiteion 
publications. 
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Mar Oraham, Patriarch-designate, a young man of twenty-two 
first cousin of the Patriarch, and consecrated by him last 
Easter. He lives at Kochanes. 

AH the above are in Turkish Kurdistan. On the Persian side of 
the frontier there are in the Plain of Uraii: 

Mar Goriel of TJrmi, now in Russia. 

Mar Johannan of Gavilan, now in England (and said to be ins ane). 

Mar Johnan ot Superghan. ' 

The two principal faults in tire Assyrian character are untruthful- Enmureorthl- 
ness aucl avarice. To proceed on a begging tour to England or “f*? “J 
America is the highest ambition of an Assyrian ; for ^Thave ^ 
returned to their native land to pass their days in comparative 
wealth owing to the misplaced zeal of honest aud charitable people 
m England, who are no match for the subtle Oriental. The appeal is 
usually on behalf of a school, in rare cases there is some establish¬ 
ment of this kind in existence, and if the applicant be more than 
ordinarily honest he may spend a third or even a half of the sum he 
has raised in England on his school when he returns. Any Oriental 
begging for religious purposes should be suspected, but no support 
without the most careful inquiry should be given to persons calling 
themselves Kestonans, Persian Cliristians, Reformed Kestorians, Pro¬ 
testant Nestoriuns, Assyrian Cliristians, and the like, even if' they 
present letters from their highest ecclesiastical authorities. 1 

That the Assyrians really desire out religious aid I see no reason for Assyma um- 
■loubting; their devotion to the See of Canterbury is such that thev 
seem to be corddent that the appearance of “Archbishop’s men’’ will oo.rt for pro* 
be the signal for the cure of all their ills. They trust us because they JSSSuS? 
are persuaded that our desire is not to make them Anglicans, or to 
create Bchisms amongst them, and form fresh religious communities, as 
is the aim of the Roman Catholics and the Presbyterians; hut only to 
aid the existing Church, not to destroy, but to build up. Besides this 
desire for religious aid the hope of temporal succour and protection 
enters largely into their calculations. We cannot interfere with the 
rule under which they live, but the clergy that are sent out to minister 
to their spiritual necessities should at least be able to extend towards 
tie Old Assyrians the tame protection at it afforded to their concerts by 
the French and American Missionariet, and this much I thiep they 
have a right to expect. At present the temptation to leave their old 
religion lor the sake of temporal advantages is cruelly great Of 
course we must take care that the Church we protect shall be a home 
of true teaching to them, otherwise they might as well be encouraged 
to leave it. 

And here I must briefly do justice to the work of the Latins and Wort - a. 
the Presbyterians. Both bavo done much for the Assyrian nation • 
the former by cleansing a large body of the native Christiana from all 
taint of Kestoriun heresy, and by giving their clergy a sensible 
theological education; the latter by the printing of the Sacred 
Scriptures in the ancient and modem tongues, the excellent secular 
instruction they have afforded to a large number of the natives, and the 
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Needs of the T1 
Assyrian 

Church. are 


pH]anthropic -works in wHch they have been engaged, such as an 
hospital and a small school of medicine.* 

The two immediately pressing necessities of the Assyrian Church 
are:— 

1. Education for the clergy. 

2. Printed books, especially liturgies and service-books. 

The Assyrians are quite powerless to help themselves in these 
matters ; and without our assistance, as far as one can Bee, the Church 
must utterly collapse within one or two generations. Their clergy are 
without education of any sort, and they have not enough books for 
the services of the Church, all the existing ones being in manuscript, 
and only two or three copyists being left. 

3. Recommendations. 


Scheme for a 
Seminary. 


Cost of Semi* 
nary. 


I now venturo at his Grace’s request to base upon the above Report 
certain recommendations. I should suggest the establishment of two 
Mission stations, one at Urmi, the other in Kurdistan, either at 
Kochancs or in the plain of Gavar. At one of these the printing- 
press might be worked (probably TJrmi would be the best for this), at 
the other si Seminary or Theological College should be established. 

This college should he under the immediate direction of the English 
clergy, assisted by native teachers, of whom there are at least three 
amongst the Old Assyrians who are already sufficiently capable. It 
seems advisable that the fund at the disposal of the Mission for 
educational purposes should be concentrated on this object. 

The idea I submitted to the Patriarch, the Mattran, the Rabban 
Johnan, and other chief persons, ecclesiastical and lay, and which was 
approved of by them, was the following:—That the students be 
educated 1 between the ages of fourteen and eighteen, the latter being 
the usual age for the ordering of deacons. 2 That they reside nice 
months at the college, and have for their vacation the three winter 
months, during wHch the senior students be required to give 
instruction to the children in their native villages, those being the 
only months when they can attend school. If this scheme were to 
be found practicable, we should be maintaining more village schools 
than at present, and, with hardly any cost beyond the college expenses, 
the children would ge _ better instruction, and the students would be 
obt aini ng experience in one branch of pastoral work before they left 
the college.j- 

It is difficult to speak as to the cost of such a college. A house to 
contain thirty boarders with lecture rooms and accommodation for two 

1 They would have learnt already at least to read and write. 

2 Thirty is the age for the ordinaticr i of priests. 

* ji. dost' acquaintance^ with the icurk of the criean Presbyterian* disposes me 
to take a Us % favourable cicic of the t cor th of the secular education given in their schools. 
I do not think they understand the Oriental character, and they seem to spoil it by 
education of too Western a type. 

t This plan of making the senior s 'udents teach in tillage schools has been adopted 
by the Mission (1837) and seems to work well. 
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from home. Occasions mnst constantly arise -when it will be necessary 
for the Mission to determine upon a course of action without delay 
and it takes at least two months in summer and four in winter for aa 
exchange of letters between Gavar and London. 

Head of tho This makes it all the more important to have a good priest at the 
head 1116 Mission. He mnst be a thoroughly capable man with 
cations. great tact, a theologian and a gentleman, and he must be able to steer 

the ship of the Mission through many temporal difficulties, and to hold 
his owi; in case of necessity, against that moat astute of all diploma¬ 
tists, a polished Orient*!. 

Again, the Old Assyrians look upon the Latins and the Presbyterian? 
as their two great enemies. The head of our Mission must be a man 
who i/:, jpiito sure of his ground, with all his theological lines clear and 
distinct, anl whilst he maintains unswerving fidelity to the decrees of 
the Tin-venal Church, he must not give colour to the suspicion that 
he is e Papist or a Presbyterian in disguise. 1 The interference of 
esterns with any of the old Eastern Churches is always a delicate 
matter, and requires the greatest caution. And as regards the two 
Missionary organisations at present established there is no reason why 
our Mission should net bo on friendly terms with both; in fact it 
would be most unfortur ate if the Europeans in Persia should quarre l 
mnongnt themselves : putting aside the religious question altogether, 

‘ one cannot help being thankful for all philanthropic work undertaken, 
by goo-1 and zeal jus men in such a country. 

Furthor . To descend to smaller matters. Total abstinence haring been in- 
thcSl^ici ? 5ted up< ? a “. a position of communion by the Americans, and having 
become the distinguishing mark of Presbyterianism, a Teetotal Mis¬ 
sionary would run the risk of arousing the prejudices of the people. 
On the other hand, the strongest survival of old customs amidst the 
general decay of the Assyrian Church is that of fasting, about which 
all from the highest to the lowest arc most strict; and the clergy that 
are sent out must be careful as to their conduct in this matter. 1 
need hardly say that they must be endowed with the real Missionary 
spirit, with the same disinterested zeal and care for the glory of God 
and tha good of His Church which animated the Apostle of England 
and his little band, for they will have just the same work as St. Austin 
had to do. 

1 ”™-‘ , 1 ““S* , s P eak With any accuracy on the annual income required 
for the Mission, but I should think that alter we huve procured the 
necessary buildings, £1,000 to £1,500 a year would be sufficient* 
Flmuna. One more general recommendation I hare to make, and an important 

one j that proper firmans for the Mission in Tarkey and Tcrsia be 
obtained, and the whole affair definitely arranged -with the respective 
ttovemments, btfare any clergy ore sent out from England. 

1 “ I pray Ihcc that men leavened with the leaven of the Popes and tho Vmerican- 
ifjfSilKSg ° f “* sc ^ 00 b” Letter !, tho Jhtt^S. 

la r g er income u necessary to enable the Mission work to be carried on Jroje%. 
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APPENDIX. 

The following letters 1 were brought from the East by Sir. Riley, and 
delivered by him to the Archbishop of Canterbury on his return.' 

At the request of his Grace, the Translations from the original Syriac 
have been made by the Dean of Canterbury. • J 

They are numbered I., II., and III,, and were written by the 
foLowing persons:— 

1. Mar Shimoon, the Patriarch and supreme Ruler of the Assyrian 
Church and nation. 

XT. The Mattran, or Metropolitan; hereditary Second Authority in 
the Church, whose duty it is to invest the Patriarch. 

-i-II. Rabbau Johnan, or Rabbi Jonah, a learned anchorite, who 
dwells in a little room attached to the church at Kochanes. 


I. 

Reuben* Simeon by the grace of God Patriarch, Catholicos of the 
East, ruler of the ancient Church of the Chaldmans. 

To his Grace Edward Archbislop of Canterbury and Metropolitan, 
and general (or universal) ruler of all England and all her possessions, 
complete in honour and glory, this is brought near with loving 
greetings. 


The writing of your Grace on the 8 th of the Western month of 
August, 1884, with joy was brought to our hands by the most 
excellent Athelstan Riley, your beloved son in bur Lord and our 
honoured brother in Christ, student of Pembroke College in the 
city of Oxford; by meeting whom and seeing him and by his words we 
have found hope and confidence for the fulfilling of our requests which 
it our writings were brought before the blessed former Archbishop 
and also before your Grace. In which we described for your Grace 
the 6 tate of our ancient people, which was eminent and affluent in 
times past, and has come to this feebleness at the present time. And 
it seems to us that there is no help nor support from any other place 
w uereby we might be strengthened; because they are our enemies 
except the pure and cleansed [reformed] Church of the Archbishop. 
And if your compassion neglects her as hitherto it has neglected her, 

ti™Vw n-fn? 1 Sp T Cd and pG Mi 9h amon S for enemies, and in a short 
tune her name and memory will vanish for ever. 

^ ] vor< ^ m °foh with your honoured messenger 
,„T V ni - Fe ^ ,ons - that we ™ght have a school in 
hrtcr- Sf , w > n Vrwma, firstly for the instruction of 
P u?l fh who stand at the head and their instruction in the Canons; 
■ud then smaller schools for the villages. And also a printing press 
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bishop shall see that she has brol^fShr of the Areh- 
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Ihen shall be established a eronm rf rict i ho tasteni Chur >lh. 
heaven for the Archbishop who cared fo! in and a S rea t treasure in 
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. Given m onr palace on th* *5,“? ior ever and ever. Amen. 

“ tiie of Christ 1884. * U d “ J ° f ^ Eastt ™ “oath of October 

From your true brother Keubca Simeon. __ . 


O 


A ’ “bishop, ^tropolit^°of SS.'"* ! to the hand «f Edward, 

... T . „ Fl:ost Sjuusmx- op KcanisTA.v 

and chief of the fathers that is * U f , Hol “« 8 , Eabbirf 
pohtan of the blessed Church of E^glaid! Alchblsll0 F Rivard, Meta- 
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I rejoiced greatly when thy letter came unto me, and it was esteemed 
hy me as a treasure lull of spiritual blessings. And especially, cause 
of endless gratitude we have received from [of] thee, even I and all 
our people, Hestorians; because thou hast remembered us again and 
has sent to us that worthy messenger and evangelist of peace our 
beloved brother in Christ, Athelstan Riley, who was a comfort to us 
and dawned on ns like brightness from the East to lighten the darkness 
of our hearts, gloomy with the darkness of tribulations and oppressions. 
And now behold, we receive lum with much love, and showed him all 
our occupations and customs, and have commended to him all our 
requests, and he shall make known our petitions before thy Holiness, 
according as he has seen with his eyes and heard with his ears. For 
from the day that Mr. Cutts, the first messenger of your Lordship, 
came unto us, and I assembled our Church to meet him, and he gave us 
a helping hand, we have taken refuge in your powerful kingdom. 
And our friend Mr. Yoel [Wahl] came and showed much zeui towards 
us, but was not helped according to his veal. Eor he was much 
straitened and persecuted with us by those heathens because he was 
with us amongst those [ word unluotcii] terrible lions who were thirst¬ 
ing for the blood of Christians. And they destroyed our church and 
trampled under foot its enclosure [or laura]. And we were thrown 
down and fell into the hand of our enemies, and would not have been 
able to arise if we bad not been helped by your Lordship with gieat 
might and by the will of the Lord. As Mr. Riley also will inform 
thy Holiness about us. These suffice. Amen. 

1884, September 24. 

Mar Joseph. 



This by my hand. 


III. 

Rabbi Jonah, a stranger, poor and needy, despoiled and oppressed, 
needing help from Christianity [Christendom], who is not worthy of 
the name and rank which by grace is given to him, eve*n that of an 
Evangelic Deacon, unworthy eitlier of name or of remembrance or of 
intercourse with the faithful, or of fellowship with the clerical assem¬ 
blies of the sons of the Holy Apostolic Catholic Church which is in 
all the ends of the earth, and in the four quarters of creation; in which 
the discitt t wisdom of God is revealed, the mystery which was hidden 
trom worlds and ages in God, who created all, and it was declared by 
the knowledge of the adorable Persons of the sovereign Trinity. In 
which truly we take refuge, the exalted with the lowly, the nine 
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ranks of the heavenly churches and the nine degrees of our earthly 
church, which enclose within them in the gospel net by the preachere 
ot the gospel, both Jews and Arameans, aud the divided people who 
desire war. Peace which the archangel proclaimed to Virgin of 
our race by Him who is God and man, perfect and complete in the 
juahty of natures and persons of one Sonship, one Person; who by 
the Holy Spirit took flesh and became man, and the firstborn from the 
dead, and the Father of the adoption of sons for the world to come- 
who became the Mediator of the Xew Testament between God and 
man, and destroyed the hedge which stood in the midst, and the 
enmity, by the sacrifice of His human Body and the Blood of his 
fleshly Person, and came and preached peace to us that were far off 
and to them that were near. This very peace we give to all who 
accept our peace [or salutation], we Eastern Chaldman Kestoriana, 
although we are a reproach amongst the nations ^nd an abomination 
accused amongst the peoDles. We all, indeed, finally give peace [or 
greetings of peace] although we be not worthy, to the star shining in 
a gloomy night and to the one watchful shepherd and careful pilot and 
firm pillar, who is the great priest Edward, Metropolitan of England. 
Whose sealed letter came unto us in these days in which also our 
writing is penned, and it is sent by the hand of the desirable youth 
Athelstan Riley, apostle and messenger and a pleasant odour and 
acceptable sacrifice unci pleasant before God and pleasant ulso to men. 
For such as he is vre thirst, and such us he is we receive. If you 
remain towards us according to the promise that is between us we are 
content with this, we have no complaint at all against any one, if it 
shall be according to the law of your kingdom which deceives not 
And now forthwith this indication is enough for thy wisdom. Farewell 


The Chaldaean October: 

8th of it, 1884, of Christ 
Rabbi Jonah, 




EEPOET ON THE FOUNDATION OF THE 
ABCHBISHOP’S MISSION TO THE ASSYBIAN 
CHUECH IN 1SS6. 


I. HISTORY OF THE ASSYRIAN CHURCH. 

H. APPEAL OF THE ASSYRIANS TO THE CHUECH OF 
ENGLAND, AND THE ANSWER. 


Foundation. 


Nestnrlan 

heresy. 


Persecutions. 


T HE Assyrian or Chaldean. Church was founded, according to 
the ancient tradition, by two of the disciples of St. Thomas— 
Saints Addai and Mari of the Seventy (St. Luke x. 1)—in the first 
age of Christianity, St. Mari, or Mar Mari, as he is called in Assyria, 
“being the first Bishop of Ctesipkon, an ancient city on the Tigris, 
not far from Babylon. The immediate successors of St. Mari in 
the primacy of the Church of the East were Abrc-es, Abraham (a 
kinsman of James, “ the brother of God ”), and tliirdlj*, Yukooi, 
or James, who was also of the kindred of the Blessed Virgin, t*p 
to the fifth century the Assyrian Church, or Church of the East, ns 
it was called, was dependent on the Patriarchate of Antioch, the 
successors of St. Mari being designated by the title Cat hoi icon of the 
East, and ranking next to the five great Patriarchs of Home, 
Constantinople, Alexandria, Antioch, and Jerusalem, according to a 
canon of the Council of Niccea in 325. But in -131 Nestorius was 
condemned by the Council of Ephesus for his heretical opinions 
respecting the Incarnation of our Lord; the Church of the East 
espoused his cause, and was thereby cut off from communion with 
the Catholic Church. Soon after this the Cntholicos of the East 
assumed the further title of Patriarch. 

Several centuries elapsed before the visitation of God fell upon 
the Assyrian Church: her schools at Edessa, Bagdad, and Kisibis 
were noted for their learning, her divines for their subtle intellects, 
her missionaries for their zeal. Assyrian missions were planted 
amongst the Bactrians, the Huns, the Tartars, the Persians, the 
Indians, the Chinese, and in the eleventh century the Cntholicos ».f 
the East ruled over twenty-five Aichbishops, whose Mefropolitical 
bees stretched from Jerusalem to China. But in the fourteenth 
century *.he blow came: successive Mohammedan persecutions 
exterminated one by one the branches of the great co mmuni ty and 
Tamerlane pursued the unfortunate Christians with such relentless 
fury t-iat notlnng was left of the once flourishing and powerful 
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Communion but a remnant in the almost inaccessible fastnesses of 
the Kurdish mountains, whither the Cutholieos fled for safety with 
the survivors of his flock. 

In the sixteenth century a schism arose in the Assyrian Church sohiamoith* 
over the succession to the Catholicate or Patriarchate, and a third ** 
of the Assyrian nation followed an anti-Patriarch, who set up his 
residence at Mosul; the other two-thirds, composed of the dwellers * 
m the mountains and in Persia, maintained their allegiance to the 
blnmoon Patriarch, the Assyrian Catholicate having been hereditary 
m that family since 1450 In 1778 the anti-Patriarch of Mosul 
submitted to Lome with all his flock, and thus arose the Chaldean 
L nmt Church the Patriarch of Mosul taking the title of Patriarch 
of Babylon. But the old Church still remained isolated from all 
contact with me rest of Christendom, and it was not until the vear 
1843 that it opened formal communications with the Church of 
Imgland through a letter indited by Mar Shiimm to the Archbishop 
ut Canterbury (Dr. Uowley'. 1 

Mud, bavin- been lieard V.f ,be Assyrian or Chaldean Clmetmiw «m womuat 
on the return oi the Euphrates Expedition in 1837, the RovalSSfS'Sf™* 
reographicol . oelety and the .Society for Promotin'' Christian vwuMiiVui n,. 
Knowledge united to bear the expenses „f an expedition to tie 
Assraan country, and thus Mr. \Y. F. Ainsworth effected nu 
entrance into the Kurdisli mountains in the year 184U. 1 Til: isia 

expedition was full'-wed by that oi the Rev. George Percy Badger 
in 1843, J who was despatched by the Archbishop of Canterbury 
(Dr. Howley} and the Bishop oi London (Dr. Blomlield; to assist 
Alar i.himoon m the education and improvement of his people and 
to open communications with Mur Elia, the head of the Papal 
Chaldeans, who was heln-ved to be inclined to enter into amieaole 
relations with the English Church. I)r. Badger remained in 
s J n % ^ or 11 3’ ear at cost of the bocietv for the Propagation 
of the Go-pel and the Society for lTumutiug'Cjiristian Knowledge, 
but, the farmer Society withdrawing from the work in 1843, Dr. tow. 
Laager was recalled. He had already commenced educational work 
amongst the Assyrians, nnd the epistle of Mar Shimoon, which will 
found with the jther letters ut the end of this Report, shows 
with what feelings of dismay the Assyrians viewed his recall * 

During the mission of Dr. Badger the great Kurdish insurrection, 
under Bedr Khan Beg, took place: thousands of Christians were 
put to the sword; and Mar bhimoon himself, flying from the infidels, 
obtained a shelter under Dr. Badger’s roof at Mosul. The fact of 
the presence of an English priest as a counseUer and protector 
during the greatest calamity that has befallen their nation in 
modern times may perhaps explain the devotion the Assyrians have 
ever sinceSfexkibited towards England and England’s Church. 

Being thus bitterly disappointed of English support, it was long 
before the Catkolieos of the East again applied to our Primate; but 

1 Set; Ainsworth’s Tran Is anti Researches in Asia Aftruir. Mesopotamia CltaLdr*. 
and Armenia. 2 rols. Parker. 1842. 

* See Badger’s Xutorinni and their Rituals. 2 voi«. Masters. 
a See Appendix, p. 38. 
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occasional appeals of a more or less private nature readied 
1868 . England "between 1843 and 1868. In the latter year a formal 
petition, signed "by three Bishops, five I'faith, or chiefs, thirty-two 
priests and eleven deacons, was forwarded to tho Archbishop of 
_ r Canterbury and the Bishop of London. 1 Moved by these persistent 

ls76 *-» supplications, the two English Archbishops commissioned the f 

Reverend E. L. Cutts to undertake ft journey to Kurdistan in 1876 l 
for tho purpose of obtaining more definite information respecting 
the Assyrians and of tho way in which help could be most usefully 
given to them. Dr. Cutts has published the account of his 
journey and the way in which he was received by Mar Shimoon 
and his flock in Christians under the Crescent in Asia} The result 
of Dr. Cutts’s report was the sending out of the Rev. Rudolph Wahl, 
an Austrian hy hirth, but in Anglican Orders (of the American 
is8i. Church) in 1881 by the late Archbishop of Canterbury (Dr. Tait;. 
im - In 1884, serious difficulties having arisen with the Turkish and 
Persian authorities, I was co mmi ssioned by the present Archbishop 
of Canterbury to visit Assyria and Kurdistan in the autumn of 
that year and to draw up a report upon the state of the Mission 
and its future conduct. 8 It being found that Mr. Wahl was not a 
persona grata to the Assyrians, and that his nationality was nu 
insuperable difficulty to obtaining for liim the necessary protection, 
1885. this clergyman was withdrawn in 1885. 
ment^Uhe 1 Meanwhile great exertions were made by his Grace to re-establish 
EaBiisbra'sslot the Assyrian Mission upon a permanent and satisfactory basis, it 
being felt that the honour of the Church of England was more or 
less at stake, and that the devotion of the Assyrians to the English 
Church after nearly half a century of disappointment, deserved an 
adequate response. 

In the spnng of 1885 the Reverend W. H. Browne, LL.M., one 
of the clergy of St. Columba’s, Huggerston, volunteered for 
Assyria; and in tho autumn of the same year, Canon Maclean, 
M.A., late Scholar of King’s College, Cambridge, placed his 
services at the dispostG of the Archbishop for five years, with the 
approval of his diocesan, the Lord Bishop of Argyll and the 
iegG> Isles. The spring of 188G was spent in making clue preparation 
for the establishment of the permanent Mission and in corre¬ 
spondence with the Patriarch of Antioch that all might be done 
in accordance with the order of the Church. 4 Everything having 
been satisfactorily arranged, a farewell service was held in Lam¬ 
beth Palace Chapel at 8.30 a.m., on Wednesday, Tube 2nd, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury celebrating the Holy Eucharist, 
assisted hy his domestic chaplain, tho Rev. Montague Eowler, 
Canon Maclean and Mr. Browne ministering as Gospeller and 
Epistler. His Grace delivered an address, and afterwards g:ive 


1 See Appendix, p. 40. ? 1 vol. Published by S.I'.C.K. 

8 See Narrative of a to the A.ssyri*n Christians in Kurdistan, published at 

tlie office of the Assyrian Christians Committee, 2, Dean'* Yard, Westminster. 

* See Appendix, pages 41—to. 
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the Holy Communion to those who were present. The two 
Mission priests then received a special benediction at the lands 
of the Primate, and a few hours later the Assyrian Mission started 
for the East. His Grace having commissioned me to conduct the 
Mission to Assyria, to introduce the clergy to the Patriarch and 
Bishops, and as fur as possible to arrange matters satisfactorily 
r with tho Turkish and Persian authorities, I left England shortly 
: after the clergy, who went by way of Constantinople, oml joined 
them at Titlis. Some delay was caused by the unwillingness of the 
Russian Government tc allow the Mission t<- pass through Russian 
territory, but, this difficulty being overcome, we at length arrived at 
Urrn' on August Dth. * Ten miles from Urmi wo were met by Mar 
Goriel, the Bishop of Unui, at the head of about two hundred of his 
. people, clergy and laity, and so escorted to the town. The iSunc.ay 
following, the Holy Eucharist, according to the English rite, was 
celebrated in the Assyrian Cathedral of Sr. Mary, in the presetce 
of the Bishop and an overflowing congregation, when Camn 
Maclean briefly addressed the people, through an interpreter, 
•setting forth the object and aim of the Mi»iou aud how the work 
would be conducted with the approbation of Mar Shimoon aud his 
Bishops, at whose earnest entreaty it was commenced. 

From Unui we cross-il into Turkey, entering the mountains of 
Kurdistan from the Plain of Guvar, shaping our course for Kochanes, 
tho Patriarch’s village. At Shaoutah, u village six hours’ journey 
from Kochanes, we met. the Patriarch, Mur -Shimoon, Cutholicos of 
the East, and I presented to his Holiness the Mission priests with 
the letter of < >ur Primate. 1 AVe travelled together to the Patriarchal 
seat, and when we had arrived within an hour’s ride of that place 
were met by the Rabbau Johuan, the Hermit of Kochanes. I had 
made the acquaintance of tliis remarkable man in 1884. The 
Inst of the theologians of “the Church of tho East,” the last of 
her monastic order, a man whose reputation for saintliness and 
learning had spread far beyond the limits of his own Church, * and 
whose influence was co-exteusive with tile Assyrian nation, he 
had left his retreat in the valley of Tyari, in the year 1883, and 
had taken up his residence in a little cell attached to the church 
at Kochanes in the forlorn hope of being able to save the 
Assyrian Church from the destruction which seemed inevitable. 
Here he emploj-ed his time in training Mar Auruham, the young 
Patriarch-designate, teaching the children of the village, ana 
copying the old Assyrian MSS. I had much conversation, with 

him in 1881, and he had entreated for help from England. 44 1 
am old and alone,” said he; “what can I do?” and he had 
promised 'to use all his influence on behalf of our Mission if this 
assistance should be sent to the Assyrian Church. 

His joy at the sight of my return with the long-expected English 
. priests can be imagined, he absolutely fell upon our necks and 
kissed us, nnd then taking his staff preceded us to Kochanes. 
The old man cherished the idea of going himself to Urmi to see 
i See Appendix, page 4-5. a He was invited to the last Vatican Council. 
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the opening of the college, but it had been otherwise decreed. 
One day, about three weeks after the arrival of the Mission at 
Kochanes, ho went down to bathe for his health in a sulphur 
spring at some distance from the village, and never returned 
alive; it was supposed he had been taken with a fit whilst in the 
water. The English priests were almost the last persons he ever 
sj>oke to on earth, and they followed him to his grave, when, 
amidst the tears of the Assyrians, he was laid to rest in the little 
cemetery of Kochanes. Truly a wonderful Xunc dim it tin ! “Lord, 
now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, for mine eyes have 
seen Thy salvation.” 

The Patriarch summoned the Mattrau, or Metropolitan, Mar 
Isaac, to Kochanes to assist at the deliberations on the manner in 
which the work of the regeneration of the Assyrian Church 
should bo begun. The Persian Bishops also came for the saui*- 
purpose. The college and school, opened at Unni this whiter, 
are the outcome of their deliberations. 

My journeys Leaving the clergy at Kochanes, where they stayed -ix vi • k' 

Syrian country, to study the language, 1 undertook two journeys, one a c<'iu- 

i. To Van. paratively short one, to Van—through a little known couutrv, m»r 
of any particular interest from au Assyrian point of view. At Van 
Mr. Barnlinm, the English Consul, resides. Unfortunately lie w.i- 
absent at the time of my visit. The Russian Consul, M. Kol.i- 
hakine, received me with extreme courtesy, took uuuli ' uteri—t in 
hearing about the Missiou, and recommended that the Ru-dau 
Ambassador at Constantinople should be supplied with all the 
facts relating to it, that he might understand that the obj«Ht-< 
were purely religious, as otherwise political complications might 
ensue. 

nnd'backiw 1 After the arrival of iho Mattran, and before the death of tlw 

tvreia. Rnbban Johnmi, I undertook my second and longer journey, 

following the course of tho Zab through tlie Tyari country to 
Am.T<lia, and thence to Mosul, starting from Ivoi haues «u 
September 4tli. At Amndin Mar Sbimoon’s country cuds, the 
Assyrians south of this Kurdish town belonging to :he Mosul 
Patriarchate, now united with Romo (see page 23). The hue i- 
r ot exactly drawn, and in the valley of the Supna there are still 
eight old Assyrian villages, which Kasha Auraham, a learned priest 
of tho old Church, has, with difficulty, kept loyal to Mar fShimoou. 
The Dominican missionaries extend considerable protection to the 
Roman Assyrian villages, and thus the temptation to join the 
Roman communion is very great. (Concerning this see Xurrntice 
of a J isit to Juirdi*i<m m 1884, p. 13.) The Americans also have 
fientngents from Urmi to endeavour to found Presbyterian schools in 
♦ his valley, but hitherto unsuccessful!j’. FroniAmadia I proceeded 
via Daoudia, Bcbozi. and Sheikh Adi to the Plain of Mosul. I 
visited the ancient Assyrian monastery of Rabban Honuuzd, now 
Homan, and so reached Mosul. Here a surprise awaited me. 
Instead of the whole Mosul Patriarchate united with Rome I found 
r separate Assyrian communion of considerable size that hud abjured 


tho Roman obedience in 1873, and had since remained as au isolated Catholic a*>-- 
Catholic communion, under the supervision of the Mattran Mar Elia nan Churcb - 
Melus, a prelate of learning, and, by all accounts, of piety and 
honour. Out of the six Assyrian or Chaldean churches in Mosul 
(which all belonged to Rome before 1873) four are the property 
of this independent Catholic Chaldean Church. Many of the chief 
families of Mosul have thrown in their lot with this Chureh, notablv 
that of Rassam. well known in connection with the Lay aid explora¬ 
tion, and now represented by Sir. Nimrod Rassam*. The great 
village of Telkief, near Mosul, containing one thousand houses, is 
chiefly non-Roman, and the Church is in the hands of tho inde¬ 
pendent Chaldeans. In the other villages round Mosul the 
churches are in the hands of tlie Romans, and the inhabitants, 
owing to pressure, have outwardly conformed. Two monasteries, 

Mar Elia and Mur Michael, have renounced tie- Reman obedience, 
and twelve priests in Mosul are under the jurisdiction of Mar Elia 
Melus. A printing-press with tirmun, is attached to one of the 
churches. A Bishop, Mar Audi.-hoo, is under Mar Elia in charge of 
i n similar separated Catholic Chaldean Church at Muhtbar in India. 

From Mosul I returned to Amalia, and then striking in a N.E. 

■ direction crossed the Zab and passed through the A>-yv:an valleys 
of Tyari, Tchooum, Baz, and J--elu. I usually stayed m the houses 
of the 2Ialtk« or chiefs of tlie Assyrian tribes. At j*«-lu 1 remained 
two days, at the request of Mar £*ergis, tho Bishop, who wished 
me to be present at the festival of the Exaltation of the Cross, a 
day kept with great solemnity by all Eastern Chri-tians. Finally, 

I emerged from tlie mountains at the Plain of »*avi.r, and then 
crossed the frontier into Persia, reaching Urmi oi. .Mi' im-lmas Eve. 

The Mission priests had already ivturned from K<«chimes>, and wen' 
busy furnishing the mission-house, and laying in stores of every 
kind for the winter. I left Unni ton days later, on October 12th, 
afte.: paying a farewell visit to Prince Jansis Mirzu. tho Governor, 
i ond travelling via Titiis and the Caucasus, reached London on All 
: Saints’ Day. 


THE COUNTRY OF THE ASSYRIANS. 


The Assyrians live partly in Turkey, partly in Persia. The map 
at the end of this Rejnirt shows their jujsition, between Lake Urmi. 

Lake Van, and the River Tigris. Their numbers are probably 
about 100,000. By far tlie larger ]»art of the nation inhabits 
Turkey; here, too, are the Patriarch, the Mattran, and all the 
{Bishops except two, Mar Goriel and Mar Johnun. Their country 
in Persia is flat, comprising the Plain of Urmi and the Plain of Pttt ^ a 
- Salmas to the north of the Plain of Uimi and separated from it by 
-a ridge of hills, which stretches from the Turkish frontier to the 
Lake of Urmi. These plains are extremely fertile and carefully 
cultivated. The owners of the soil are chiefly Mohammed una. Tho 
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Church, hut th© two great Sacraments of Baptism and the 
Eucharist are of course among th© number. Thev have main- 
tamed to this day the Apostolic Ministry of Bishops, Priests, 
and Deacons; the Bishops must be celibates. The great abus^ 
of an hereditary episcopate obtains amongst them; the unfor¬ 
tunate temporal position of the people was probably the origin of 
the custom, which took its rise about three hundred years ago? For 
further information the reader is referred to Christian * under the 
Crescent tn Asia. 

PRESENT ASSYRIAN EPISCOPATE. 

The following is a list of the Assyrian Bishops 
Kochnm. atriiml1 ’ Mar Shimoo “’ Cntholicos, of the Eust, resides at 

ShamsdS 081 '' M '‘ ttnm Metropolitan of the East, resides at 

Mar Johann an of Shamsdin. 

Mar Sor-Isliu of Gavar. 

Mar Sergis of Jeelu. 

Mar Ishu of Duri, ) . 

Mar Johnau of Okri, j uc * ar Amadiu. 

Mar Shimoou, i . , , 

Mar Tuina, { of ArteL 

*** wmin ,0 lh0 p ">. 

Mar Gonel of Urmi. 

Mar Jt.hnan of Superghan 

Mar Johniman of GaviL-m,' now in Endand and 

^ - 

CHARACTER OF THE ASSYRIAN'S. 
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HISTORY OF THE RISE OF THE INDEPENDENT 
CATHOLIC CHALDEANS OF MOSUL. 
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In 1873 the secession began by the Patriarch Ysuff consecrating 
some Bishops contrary to the terms of the bull. The Chaldean 
clergy had already been much shaken in their allegiance to Home 
by the declaration of the Infallibility. The Patriarch, a very old 
man, -was forced to submit before his death, but three Bishops still 
stood out. Finally, two of them were reduced to submission, but 
the Mattran Mar Elia Melus remained and still remains firm. The 
old Patriarch died, and a new one (Elia) was consecrated according 
to the terms of the bull in 1878. 

I had several conversations with Mar Elia Melus. 1 He told me 
tha t his hope was for a reunion with Mar Shimoon’s Church on u 
Catholic basis, the obstacles to immediate reunion being tho Xestor- 
i anism of the mountain Church, a matter about which there could 
he no compromise, and the ignorance and low state of the Bishops 
and clergy under Mar Shimoon’s obedience. He expressed the 
warmest sympathy with our work as tending to remove these 
obstacles, promised us all the assistance in his power; and, with 
respect to the needs of his own flock, said that the presence of a 
priest of the English Church in Mosul would help to strengthen liis 
position, oppressed as his people are by the feeling of isolation, and 
would also assist the work of re-organising the educational system, 
which, since the separation from Pome, appears to have fallen 
into some disorder. 

To conclude I would point out: (A) That this Church 
holds the same position as the Old Catholic Church of Europe, 
with this difference, that its position seems unassailable from 
the strictest ecclesiastical standpoint, the Poman Church having 
no shadow of a title to jurisdiction in Assyria; and {U) That 
in tills Assyrian Church, similar in all respects save one, 
Nestorianism, to the Old Assyrian Church, with which we are 
more immediately concerned, we may have found, by God’s 
blessing, just tho leaven wo require to purify the old Church from 
all taint of false doctrine respecting our Lord’s Incarnation, and 
that this discovery may ho of the highest importance to the work of 
our Mission. 

WESTERN MISSIONS AT WORK AMONGST THE 
ASSYRIANS. 

Two Missions have been at work for some time in the Persian g 
part of the Assyrian country, the Latin Mission of the French S 
Lazarists, and the Presbyterian Mission from America. \ 

^ Tho Latin Mission dates from the last fort}' years. It has two t 
stations, one at TJrmi, where the French Bishop in jxutibus, 
resides; and another at Chosrova, in the Plain of Salmas, to which 
is attached the ecclesiastical seminary. There are about seven . 
French clergymen, besides the Bishop, at work in this country:'- 
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there is also an establishment of the Sisters of St. Vincent de Paul. 

The strongest centre of the Roman Catholics is the Plain of Salmas, 
where nearly all the Assyrians are united with Rome. The native 
Bishop lives at Chosrova ; he is under the obedience of the Patriarch 
of Babylon at Mosul. _ . 

The Presbyterian Mission from America has existed oyer fifty ^ 
years. Its headquarters are at TJrmi, with five or six ministers, u. 
physician, and several Mission women. The American colony is 
numerous, as nearly all the members of it are married and live in 
separate houses with their families. The efforts of the Missionaries 
have resulted in the t->tabli&liment of a native Presbyterian com¬ 
munity, with chapels, schools, and congregations scattered all over 
tho Plain of TJrmi. Just outside the town the Americans have 
erected some fine buildings. Here are their hospital and seminary. 

The Presbyterian Mission has large funds at its disposal, and all its 
enterprises are carried on regardless of cost and in the most liberal 
way. 

In Turkey there is a Dominican establishment at Mosul, with Tu****. 
stations as far north as Aiuadia. Practically the whole of the plain 
country between Mosul and the northern mountains is under the 
control of tho Roman Catholics. Their position with the Turkish 
Government is a very strong one, and as the whole of the auti- 

S itriurvhate of Mosul submitted to Rome in 1778, the work of the 
uuiinicans has been to build up the Uniat Chaldean Church rather 
thau to engage in direct missionary enterprise. The sidrism of 1873 
and the rise of the Independent Catholic Chaldeans has somewhat 
altered the aspect of affairs in the Plain of Mosul. This movement 
has been already discussed. 

At present there is no Protestant Mission at Mosul, but I behove 
the American Missionaries are thinking of attempting to maintai n , 
a station in that town. 

On reference to the map it will be seen that none of those 
Missions have penetrated into the heart of the Assyrian country, 
where Mar Shimoon, Cutholicos of the East, still reigns supreme. 

Both Roman Catholics and Presbyterians are working in the two 
plains of Persia and of Turkey, and although isolated attempts 
have been made from time to time to establish stations in the . 
mountains, the loyalty of the Assyrians to Mar Sh i m oon has 
rendered them abortive. 

It may be mentioned that the English clergy are upon terms of 
the most friendly social intercourse with the members of the French 
and American Missions at TJrmi. 


l The liiahop was a friernl of the late Monseigneur Darboy, Archbishop of Pari-: 
end other prelates of the Anti-Infallibiist party at the Vatican Council. 



WORK OF THE ENGLISH MISSION DURING THE 
PRESENT WINTER 1886-7. 

After consultation with Mar Shimoon and Mar Isaac ;ae 
Mattran, the following scheme was arranged by the Misrion 
priests 

(a) A. college for thirty priests and deacons. 

(i) A school for twenty boys, those who will eventually take 
Holy Orders to be preferred. 

Both these to be opened at the Mission-house at Urmi, this being 
the only building possessed as yet by the Mission. 

(c) Printing, if possible, to be begun (service-books most 
needed). 

Agreeably with these decisions the school was opened on St. p 
Andrew’s Day, and the college a few days later. Kasha 1 Oshana || 
(Archdeacon of Persia), and a young Chaldean of the name of |jj 
David (since ordained a deacon) were appointed as teachers under p 
the English priests; the archdeacon is also the secretary of the K 
Mission, being a pupil of the late Rabban Johnan, a considerable || 
theologian, one of the most learned men in Assyria, and a great || 
favourite with the Patriarch Mar Shimoon. ^ . ijf 

On account of the pressing applications for admission, the h 
numbers were increased to thirty-five in the case of the college, aud 
twenty-five in that of the school. Owing to difficulties on the 
Turkish frontier, many of the mountain clergy were unable to come 0, 
to the college, and their places, therefore, were filled by Persian ||‘ 
clergy; and the young patriarch-designate, Mar Auraham, who §| 
had been sent by the Patriarch to attend the lectures, had not || 
arrived up to the time of the latest mail received from. Urmi, but || 
two of Mar Shimoon’s cousins are at the college. Nearly all the gj| 
students of the college sleep in the Mission-house, which is crowded ||| 
to overflowing; the Bishop of Urmi has thrown open his house to 1| 
some of the boys, others sleep at the houses of relatives; hut the §1 
three or four little nata kursr *, or Bishops-elect, aged from ten years 
upwards, who have been sent to the school, are lodged in the gig 
Mission-house so as to he under the more immediate care of the ftp 
English clergy. The course of instruction comprises theology, • 
(lectures given by the Mission priests), readiug and writing in old ; 
and new Syriac, and lectures on the Liturgy (by the Archdeacon 
of Persia), arithmetic, English, Persian, geography, &c. 

The printing, witli the exception of a few painpldots* struck off 
by the copying-presses given by Cuddesdon and Ely Theological 

1 Abwun - bishop, ka.iha or kfisluesha = priest, ihamasha = deacon, in the Syriac 
or Chaldean language. Mar ■= Lord, and is the ordinary title of a bishop. The same 
word, or its f-.-nimine form, Mart, is prefixed to the names of saints, os Mar Michael, 
Mart Mariam. 

2 The first pamphlet was the Xicene Creed (in its Oriental form), printed in Ancient 
and ilodern Syriac. 


8I Colleges, has not been commenced owing to pressure of work and 
lack of funds. 

IMMEDIATE WORK CONTEMPLATED IN 1887. 

As soon as the winter breaks up and travelling becomes possible, 
the college and school will disperse, the priests, deacons, and boys 
p-g will go to their homes and devote themselves to their agricultural 
p labours, aud the Mission clergy will at once commence their 
journey to the mountains. The first work will he the establish¬ 
ment of some permanent station in Turkey. This is absolutely 
necessaiy^for the protection of the Assyrians, and has indeed been 
made a condition by the Assyrian rulers. **Iain willing to obey 
all the orders of the Archbishop of Canterbury,” said the Mattran 
to me, “ on out condition : that next spring your Mission returns to 
Turkey and never leaves us again.” 

This necessity, added to the fact that the Patriarch has placed 
the whole of the education of his people in the hands of the 
English clergy, has made it imperatively necessary that the staff of 
the Mission should be increased, and it is intended that two more 
clergy (two priests, or a priest and a deacon) shall proceed to 
Kurdistan this year. Next in importance to the Mission station in 
the mountains, is the question of the independent Catholic 
Chaldeans, and one of our priests will probably proceed to Mosul 
to conduct investigations, and to orien communications with Mar 
Elia Melus. 

It is hoped that the “Liturgy of the Holy Apostles” will be 
printed and published this year. This will be the first printed 
service-book of the Assyrian Church, all the existing ones being in 
manuscript . 1 

Towards the autumn the Mission priests will make preparations 
for recommencing the educational work on such an extended scale 
as funds permit. 

CONCLUSION. 

Two priests of the Anglican Church are now engaged, in the 
regeneration of an ancient separated Oriental Church et the 
'•equest of the Patriarch and Bishops of that Church: they ure 
uorking under the uuthoritvof a Western Primate, the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, and with the license and approval of one of the 
four chief Bishops of the Holy Eastern Church, or Catholic 
Church of the East, the Patriarch of Antioch. A strange Mission, 
unique not only in the annals of the English Church, but in the 
histoiy of Christendom. A work of such exceeding difficulty and 
delicacy as to make the highest demand upon our faith in God’s 
power and love. A little seed of peace and concord that by the 

1 Special type win have to be prepared lor our liturgical printing, at the coat, pr&- ' ~ 
bably, of about £60. 
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, ownlv flue of the Divine benediqtion may grow and bear such 

Ss?i»vs?^.V^ ,,s ‘' =a&iS 

selves a share in that beatitude which saith . 

Bto «d ore the pe.cem.kcn,; for the)' .boll be died the ehildrea of God." 


February, 18S7. 

■ ^hS r 0 P ^o-f 

S5o“ o2erd uS J for flfe work of the Mission, and wd. 
proceed to Assyria in August. 
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& tOLBOVH SUCUIOtt, flton, Btcrrtary. Examined with voucher*, and found correct. 

Hank 1<M, Ufe7. JOHN W. B. RIDDELL, Auditor. 
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APPENDIX. 

Copies and translations of some of the letters that have passed 
"between the See of Canterbury and Orthodox and Assyrian 
Bishops:—• 

Mae Sh im ook to the Aechbishop of Gantkbburt and the Bishop of 
Load ox. 1 (Written in Syriac.) 

Prom Mar Shimoon, Patriarch of the Chaldeans, to his beloved 
brethren in the Lord, Mar William, Catholic os of all En^Aud, Mar 
James, Metropolitan of London, and all the worshipful Bishops,— 
may the Lord preserve them. 

After the kiss of salutation we inform you, beloved brethren, that 
previous to this present epistle we sent you another to which we are 
now waiting an answer; may God grant the delay to be for the 
best. You are undoubtedly acquainted with the combination of 
misfortunes, calamities, and evils which we have suffered from the 
enemies of the Christian faith. These have massacred large 
numbers of our people, and carried into captivity very many of our 
women and children. They have burnt and destroyed our villages, 
our habitations, and our churches, and plundered us of all we 
possessed, so that tho prophecy of Jeremiah has been fulfilled in us: 
My people have fallen into tho hand of the encmv, and there was 
nono to help them; the enemy saw them and laughed at their 
calamity. They pursued its in the mountains, and in the wilderness 
did they lay wait for us. Mine eyes are dimmed with tears, my 
bowels are troubled, my glory is poured out upon the earth for the 
destruction of ly people; because tho women, and children and 
sucklings, have been sold as slaves in the towns and villages.- ’ The 
heart of our adversaries, namely, the Romanists or Papists, rejoiced 
when they saw what had befallen us, because we would not rive ear 
to their words when they would have turned us away from our old 
and righteous path. 

But because that God is plenteous iu compassion and merciful 
and with the temptation maketh a way of escape, He so ordered it 
that tho presbyter George Badger and his colleagues should ho iu 
these parts to gather together such as had escaped the edgo of the 
sword, and to proride them with food and clothing. Indeed had it 
not been for the presbyter just mentioned, and his exertions on our 
behalf, we know not what would have become of us, for after God 
he has been our supporter and help. May the Lord recompense vou 
abundantly for hnring sent him unto us. 

Wo are not as yet delivered out of our troubles and calamities 
but have strong hope in tho Lord that ve shall soon be saved from 
all our afflictions through the medium of Sir Stratford Canning, who 

iThia letter, of 1814, is inserted to show the connection of the present 
that of Dr. Badger. 

a Mar Shimoon here refers to the terrible massacres of Bedr Khan Beg. 
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is endued with godly zeal, a noble diligence, and sound policy on 
our behalf. May the Lord recompense him also for what ha-has 
already done for us; for undoubtedly had he nJt TtoS fa 
breach before us our enemies would have destroyed us utterly 
The Lord God prolong hie days, prosper his pio. designs, and give 
him an incorruptible crown in His everlasting tin.'dom! * 
But now our calamity has increased, and the trouble of our heart 
has been doubled, since we hoard that the brethren are thinking to 
recal the presbyter George Badger to your ct cutty, —a measure we 
never expected, nor did we ever anticipate -nek .. thing from th-ti 
especially while it is our lot still to be beaten about by the vv es 
Of adveimty, and knowing that you are a refuge even for stronger 
l ow much more then for those who are of the household of faith 
And now that we have found a little respite, must we lose the 
chief foundation of our support, and be- a prev to our spiritual 
enemies who mock us far having pin .dour dependence, after (hri, 
upon our hngliaa b.ethren, and taunt us by saying: The English 
only laugh at you, nor can.they give you any assistance, neither dnthev 
keep their promises . Moreover. 1 urn certain it will be a source '? 
deep regret to you, brethren, should you hear that so ancient a 
Church as ours, viz., the Cnuldeau Church, is destroyed or broken 
up into sects ; and so much the more because you yourselves Lave 
tasted of toe cup of divisions in your own country. And shall this 
also befal our Church after it has continued one for so long even 
from ancient time ? 61 

Therefore, I entreat you, for the sake of our Lord Jeeua Christ, 
that you do not reject this our petition, seeing that it is not a great 
thing with 3 <»u, that you should continue to ua the presbyter Georjre 
Badger to assist us, and because tbe whole is for the glory of CfSl 
and tor the welfare of men. Nor can I think that this is a hard 
matter to a nation holding tho true faith, and which sends forth so 
many messengers among the people and brethren, so that in yon is 
accomplished the saving of the Psalmist: “ Their sound is gone out 
into all butch, and their words unto the end of the world.’* Is it 
nut a small matter to such a nation to give up one person to those 
who ore in so much need of his assistance ? Moreover, God has 
said : “ Call upon Me in the day of trouble and I will deliver thee.” 
We are now in great trouble, and shall our brethren betake them¬ 
selves far from us ? This is contrary to our hope. I therefore 
entreat you, and not I ouly, but all my bishops, priests, and 
deacons, nay, all my people ioin with me in the same request, that 
you will continue the presbyter George Badger to us mi til our 
urgent necessity is removed. 

Moreover, we would acquaint you that we have made arrango- 
ments, when it shall be the Lord’s will to deliver ua out ofear 
troubles, to open schools for the instruction and education of our 
people, and to take many other measures for their benefit *ueh aa 
rebuilding the churches which have been deetroved, and bricrim? 
together and establishing the numbers who have been scattered 
about ia Persia, in the mountains, in the phone, and in the villages 
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and cities of the stranger; for great diligence is required to rertore 
tilings to tlieir former state, nay, but as we hope, even to a better 
condition. 

And now, brethren, I commit this matter into your hands, and 
expect an answer from you, that you will leave with us the presbyter 
George .Badger and his colleagues.' This is our great hope; and 
may the Lord prolong your life, while we in parting repeat a second 
and a third time the kiss of brotherly salutation. 

Written on Saturday, the first day of January, in the year of our 
Lord 1844, in the town of Mosul, in the house of the presbyter 
George Badger, by the hand of Kash’ Auralia, the Archdeacon and 
servant of Mar Shimoon. • 


n. 

Extract from a letter written fa / Assyrian Bisnors, Clergy amt 
Laity in 18G8 to the Ancmusnor of Canterbury (I)r. Tait) am! 
the Bishop of London. 

This petition to be delivered into the hands of the Reverend, 
Catholic, Orthodox, and Benevolent Fathers; the beloved and 
blessed and illustrious, the Archbishop of Canterbury and the ; 
Bishop of the Metropolitan City of London, iu peace and pros¬ 
perity. Amen. 

May it be honoured and graciously received by their saintly and ; 
pure hands! ’ jj 

To the most reverend and zealous Fathers, the elect of the Holy i 

Ghost, set as watchmen over the rich pastures of the heavenly H 

Lamb, tho dispensers of spiritual streams to all who thirst after the * 
truth, whose resplendent beams are diffused throughout the world I 
whose pure doctrine has watered the once barren lands, whose lighr' I 
like that of the morning star, has shone upon the dark places of the I 
earth, the comforters of the afflicted and sorrowing, the sun of the ^ 

present generation, the meridian of our time, the holy ministers 3 

elect primates, orthodox patriarchs, watchful shepherds, the Arch- 1 
bishop of Canterbury and the Right Reverend the Bishop of ’?■ 
London, who follow after the life of the Crucified One which leads 
to heaven, and who dwell in perfect peace and security within the 
dominions of her glorious Majesty, the most excellent Q u?on | 
Yictoria. ' 

* * * I 

Wo implore tho Lord Jesus Christ, and cast ourselves at vour feet I 
who are His disciples, beseeching you to compassionate the con- 1 
dition of our people, who are wandering over our mountains like P 
sheep without a shepherd, and send us some of your missionaries 11 

and preachers to guide us in the way of life; for verily we have all j§j 
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gone astray, each one following liis own devices, through our utfi1 
lack of pastors, instructors, and counsellors. We are s r> :he con¬ 
dition of fatherless and motherless orphans. We are persecuted 
auu have cried olouc. for help, but no one has come to corn.* rt ns. 
Woe unto us, for we have erred aud are benighted ’ Therefore we 
beseech you, O Fathers, to save us from the all-devouring sea which 
surrounds as—deliver us from its overwhelming billows, and rescue 
us from the fierce storms which threaten our destruction. 

Having thus set before you a summary of our melancholy con¬ 
dition, we earnestly trust that you will not fail to come to our 
assistance, aud will not stand aloof from your disconsolate brethren, 
who ure on the brink of ruin. The harvest truly is abundant, 
but we are destitute of a single labourer. Our hope in Christ 
is that He may implunt sympathy in your hearts towards us, and 
move you to send spiritual labourers to us from your Church, 
which is endowed w»:.h riches aud knowledge. For our hearts are 
pained and our sight is dimmed through bewailing the miseries 
of our Zion, tossed to and fro by the raging waves, and devastated 
by voracious wolves. But Thou, 0 Lord, who art eternal, and 
whose throne is everlasting, be nor ungry with us, neither cast us 
off for ever. We deserve Thy chastisements; nevertheless, in Thy 
manifold mercy, haste to deliver us. 

Finally, we pray you, holy Fathers, to pardon the liberty which 
the undersigned—the suppliants of your spiritual aid—have taken 
in submitting the foregoing statement of their deplorable condition 
to your gracious consideration. 

III. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury to the Patriarch of Antioch. 
Edward, by Divine Providence, Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Primate of All England and Metropolitan, to our Brother dearly 
beloved in the Holy Spirit, Gerasimus by the mercy of God the 
most Blessed and Holy Patriarch of the Divine City Antioch, and 
of all the East, Father of Fathers, and Pastor of Pastors, Grace 
be with you aud Peace from God. 

We desire by this letter of ours, to express, in the first place, 
our pleasure at the tidings winch have come to us of the recent 
elevation to the Apostolic throue of Antioch of a Pastor, the re¬ 
port of whose learning and piety lias already reached our ears, 
and we invoke upon your Holiness and upon tho flock com¬ 
mitted to your charge the Blessing of the All Holy and Undivided 
Trinity, prating Him to make you in all respects a worthy successor 
of the Blessed Apostle Peter, and of our Father amongst the 
Saints, Ignatius the Martyr. 

We now desire to make known to your Holiness that the 
Reverend Arthur Jolm Maclean, of King’s College, in the University 
of Cambridge, Master of Arts, Canon of the Cathedral Church of 
Cumbrac in Scotland, and the Reverend William Hemy Browne 
of Saint Jolui’s College in the said University, Bachelor of Laws, 
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fmswcr to the repeated requests for nrivfani 8 ^? d Kjeatorians, in 

sttf 5 s ssrtrsif css 

wa?saai«?. 

learning anTaptitudffo? the* work", P’?®' 8 ' of *«« ptV v 
neeured, is not {o bringTver these CW '*.‘° *| lem « «* »?D 
the Church of England, nor to nlw tf ® 116 t °, t l " Corumu, h-m „f 
and traditions, nor to c-Imngo am- dnrS f' c ?f customs 

are not contrary to that Fail), ill ■ 0 £ n ? le ' s 2 le d £> - v them u],i.|, 
through the (Ecumenical S ^ihfof tho° r t ■‘I’T' 

to encourage Vem ^ Snt^tlmtTr'^ <****££ 
to strengthen an ancient Chunk V ^T' 8 ,<,n<li 'b’«. and 
from within, and persecution fr,™ , Si C d ‘ thr " u h'' ignorance 
alone, but without some a ”i.,tamT raunot eny longer „ „,,i 

unwillingly, to the crternal or^ni“don?„T tUaU r'- SU '. v, ' ml '- though 
Following our instructions tW, t ■ ° rk m ,,s »>M»t. 
and a college for persons de^;™ ! w t ,l )ncsts "'HI open school, 
print and distribute amon-sr then for, £° SIi . nisn T, “ud, if p„.-,il.j,. 
theological works of thc-ir^ammb 9 "* an . cu ' Dt «-rvicc-bo,,k.. an] 
Faith delivered to the Saints. ’ ° rC m accf,r| hince with the 

anciently 1 formed* Tpa"® 'of ‘tha? flm° r Ass F Tian Christian, 
decessors were sot by ,h e Held ‘f ,? F°“r Holiness' Zl 

™< "'lul^t answering to the ‘1 - CIm " h to £ «d and guard 
over and help „ s ,” des re tw !?-° f ‘^ s affl; «ed people .r c ”“’ 

diction ofyohrnoUness as well our ^ rfl0uW recv!r0 ‘he Bern- 
ask your noliness to add with the nra?’2° ' ro " oulJ fain 
Tniono of Grace, a netitirm h *. *1 ^' trs }’°u offer before tlw> 
p i£ Ii t, *° Spirit of Wisdom and “r J”'° t 1 * v”® m “F ,J " endued 
Counsel and Ghostly Strength and ,l 1 ,t'-”“ d , ln f' the Spirit of 
Godliness and Holy Fear. “ --puit of Knowledge, True 

esteem which we entertSn towai*",™,^ 9 ° f affection and 

mg that your reward may bo in many sff Mth” i'"' 1 '' " n<1 P™F- 
And we remain always your fnthfnU ptlmrcd unto Christ. 
Chrtst our God. ' T&“ ^ 7 : “ 


our Archicpis<^pa| J sealtUs^t e da>“f^braan“ d S , eaIo<1 wi 'h 
Our Loid ono tliousaud eight hundred and eighty-sH™ 16 -™ r 
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IV. 

Tht Patbiakch or Axriocn to the Aikhbisuop or Cisnuuinty. 

(Translate*! from the original Greek.) 

n G rr?\ h ? I 1 '*' “, lert 'F ,ji &,d > I’ntritmh of the great 

ScSr i S l° f ‘V 1 - l,t i h aud of t!le H" 51 '—Edward our brother 
CTiatly beloved and esteemed in Clfrist our God, by the mercy of 
wm. Archbishop of Canterbury, Primate of .ill England and 
Huropohtnn, peace from God and brotherly greeting in Christ. 

ahum o' 10 , T' Vd *“ .‘““‘""t heart and rejoiced in spirit when 

about the latter half of the mouth of April last, M. Joachim, the 
most holy Archbishop of Constantinople (New Home), who is 
Umumemcal.1 atnan-h, wrote and transmitted to us the fmteraul 
letters which were despatched to us by your Eeveretid Holiness 
and dated the brst of the mouth of February last, wherein year 
onoured AUghucss addresses expressions of congrutukcicn to us in 
If i- °, f SO , uI “ rj ' 1 Ii0art u l M,li tlie proela-uatioa of our 
Mediocrity, by the Divine pace and blessing, to the most hoir 
Ajwstone and Patriarchal throne of Peter, chief of til Avop'w 
and wherein you invoke the blessing and grave of the One Sun*»r 
substantial and Undivided Godhead in Three Pei-sons, both upou 
oars -ves and the peeuharpeopL. of the Lord committed to us W 
c oove; and wherein at the same time you communicate to u^m 
the spirit of brotltt.-hucss the fact that, moved bvGodi.- wisdoi- 
cud evangelic cure, you sent to Kurdistan and' Pemia, rernSe 
counaies (ns ministersi of Gud and fellow-workers in the Gospel of 
Chnst , two Itevereud 1 nests of the English Church (over which 
by the mercy of O-l you wonluly presid?), not fur the pSl^of 
making prosel.vtiss from among the Christians known there under 
different names, Chaldmuns, Assyrians and Nestoriuns, but in order 
to supjiort them and exhort them to be comforted conceraimr theii- 
faitli amurtnuch affliction and tribulution. 

These things and .the other mauifold grace ef the Spirit of the 
Gospel abounding in your fraternal Epistle, which clearly bear 

W1 f es * “ “ s . u ^ tT t0 , V." 1 ' boA a P«ririug and writittg 
and tilled with holy feelings of genuine and ainccry 
brotherly love and divinely inspired zeal for the glory of the 
Church of Christ—ah ihese things, we say, and abow.aU the great 
regard of Tour Holiness for the venerable Chthodux CaSioiic 
Chunk of Chnst amongst us, dis[iosed us most favourably and 
created a certam unspeakable affection towards you in our soul 
and on this day prompts us joyfully in return to nay your Bavereud 
Holiness a visit, bur m an epistolarj- sense only.'iid to come to 
spiritual discourse with you, manifesting the fruit of the Spirit 
lovo according to God. * ’ 

Saiutiug in Christ your Holiness who is beloved of us. and 
returning to you the holy kiss of brotherly affection, we in the first 
place with our a hole hearts accord our gratitude to your Highness, 
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nod ferreiu^y,™ 0, 'a-i vn,o'' 1 ' 1 " Ooo.'u;.,r|.„ 1 

have done on behalf of the unnistlv 7uff r ™ S °ru he - *?*° d vork 3™ 
and Kurdistan, and we heart h f£ ™ffa« n g Clm s ,i„ ns in Pe ^ in 
of the English Church whThave uml7f° i'™ dl . 3h "S™shed Priests 
fervently prav our ]*-?“ pf, 6 ’“‘‘griakcn ^ ministiy, and we 

fulfilletli eveo- good co^setacc™dW 7 °' . w ^ 1 P ros rereth and 
would enlighten them with the Mt°nf V* 1 Tv^' '" 1I ’ tllat H '' 
knowledge, that he woSd arm Ife™ f -?'’lj. Dmne Wls ' 1, ' ra and 
His An-Holy Spirit in order that fffled wfflhVnntlM T” 1 ’’ 7 ° f 
m kindness, and able to admnn.M, n ta kn °wledge, abounding 
affliction and necwih ™a ’ a 3 ’ ” ay ‘i 0mf,1rt ,hem !n <™v 

the unhappy cSanitf thZ T ^ \" ,h ° F ai,1 ‘ th " hearts of 

Apostolic and PaWamhd See ' rh ,°“. t ? e mnrt Venerable 
Tfieopolis of AntioS fwlmrefi^t in t" c],le f A P°«I". the holy 

Christians) which from ancient t;™™ v' 10 "" 11 th ,° gracious name of 

has ecclesiastical authority throughout the wl r“ S “ , d! ' K '<'sc, and 
comprised in its fold elect of God * 11 Ie East > hntl formerly 

hy .mr n «h-nTif g“fflni °IT «'-emed 

regard which you manifesftowml , ™ smc01 '° hvc and brotherly 
cherish the same fraternal sentiment. w° , T sur< ‘ J -ou that we also 
heart we hear a lively and fervent im °''! tlrds 1 7 £, K ’ and tllat our 
English Church, and that wo offer1™ * ? Ild affectloa towards the 
and Finisher of wdi Kf I'S’ers to the Author 
strengthen the fraternal spirit- nUt- ,°- tc ““*? Hun ^ iat He would 
Eastern Church, bv whicluilnne sh-iln”” lt .!? vnr, } a tIllf Orthodox 
of tliese two Churches and theil'1 *!? l ,ns ? ll>:100 e 1 °s° r connection 
common Father of all and God tl , «' ? nd Perfect “»»». The 
wiUctbtl.ataUmen sL.Sahe snv1' 7°" “ n<l His Spirit, who 

the truth, eidiSIten "he mh,n iT 1 < ' om " to tho k nowledge of 
unapproachable light of His Divine'l- i° f n11 “ on ' vMl tIl(? 
to the common worship and service of nSnseU^m ai ! d S* de . men 
and make of all nations one S“,3? u- ¥ "‘ lm<l ,“ truth . 
Iiigono and the same confession the 7T 10 ”"? “nd confess- 

inspired Apostles and godly'Fathers ,h<f 

venerable (Ecumenical Symods, and ,,reserved^ iLT'™ h °' 7 and 

unchanged in the srintlnco * e ' or '*-“ until now pure and 

Christ,. 1 "andiS ^he^Sifl <&* h ° f 

according to the unerring witness of the lr • , fu , nt ' fs ot tho ages 
Of it. Whose saving ^ he „«uri Author and Finisher 
esteemed by us, and with all the flock 1 your , Holiness, much 
committed to your care. co^tg 0 7 r ifc** “ 

Wo remain (in Damascus, May 20th, I886V 

W 3 n°s Ur t£ t 'T! M i t ' nd i I l? li!1 f S8 ’ mnoh “kerned by 
ns, the Beloved Brother in Christ, 7 

GEBASIMUS OF ANTIOCH. 
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0t C^uTuo‘7 or ,17 £™ U ““ Sninoo.v, 

Primate of Ail Fwf 8 ,^ >rov jdeuee Arrlibishop of n ■ i 

mipsHlfeH 

Caruhrae, and the Ilcvereii 1 tvill- , U , 1,1 thl ' Cathedral 

S' 1 fi s V^7r7ii?Kxt%o P ttetlilf •***”»*,. in the 

^^^X^ hl ' etha ' w sume u ' h * 

hereiter'hefom^bisLpt priests J S' i f a ? f ^ who wiU 
onr Mission wiU ai m a { gScri^fflmf ^ 1 
such persons as may in the fmurr^Ko ° tt L ? ntrai or oolleff,i 

instructors of your nation. VTe also conT ^ guides and 

printed the ancient service-books of 7 CUT i?i yollr ““iefy to have 

" Wc™]^ 51 ™ “ suital,le ^P'-mg-prSorfe 11 ' UaTe 

NV 0 Iiave wntten in our former 1 
eamestness, that nothin- is mSS do now re ?eat with 

any should he drawn awav from the fliS* 3 f 01X1 "' i6 * le8 *h«a that 
and Strange folds, aud 0 ur Chunffl into new 

i-ountry is so to st ion-then aiK^il’um.r. udlu 8' t iu^ Mission to your 
r h„ may bo ^bledto ^hhl.r^lT 6 A OUT Chm4^W 

he “-p „ 


^ ive remain always your fairftful 

(Signed) EJWD: CAA’TUAIi : 



VI. 

^ Patrj.uioi Mar Smjioov 

Ancireisnop of CasiSi" EaST ’ fo ' / "‘ 

Reuben Sin.^T^K^"" ** ° riSi “ aI S -' T “°-> 

SffvT^, thoSoeof CAddaian^"’^ ^thollco, o£ the 
well-beloved in our Lord, Mar EdwlnM lvl ftn »* t0 our toother 

Primate of All England/and ^twSw hbld,< !P of OmterW 

and honour • peace and frraoe ntwlhfi F • a J» co,l, ld?te in reverence 
Hl !£°“ J e »«« Christ our Saviour, all X?3^df‘^.^c Father, and 
For a long time we l lavo oini’r-tell S l ,,nt our Sanctifier 

ment of this our request. For altii mj,*’?! nnI, ,' ct desire the fulfil- 
found mediators between u s an 1 b.'Vd™ b ‘7 e ^‘imebeen 
Lordship ,„ the see which you to ' I'^eeessors ,,f Vo „ 

seemed to us that the praised .and ill i h f &?*? of G,ld . ret it 
irorthy for zeal an.l good w,!,S u 1° l 1 i Vt!u ’. ! * t! >“ ®%, Vrais" 

A our command for the fulfilment'of * e first J°urneycd to us by 
nrnl care was a faithful mXtor f fr Z ; for **» dihWe 

Of pat honour and good reward wl,hbf™'” of tlu ' s business 
of times have been kept in Ilis ilasn^ F h ° "f of t,u> Govem« 
■No" your rare and kindn,« "i ^! r ■' " ur Lordship, 
rmr expectation accomplished by'theIf,.! f'T*1 "i 'l™ 1 f'dfiUed and 
he n o chosen God-firing pribi Sb 1 " nd U «*«l oniral ,d 
oftlie I n.vcrsity of Cambridge it! 1 t?’" ln the learning 
Canon of the Cathedral Chunhiff™™ 1 Arthur .Mm Maeicam 
V '' Ib ". m H ™0- Lroirne, honourable w i!'".!; aud tlle Reverend 
. lonant-s who, adorned with their own Uu ? tncius ' Jour two mis- 

£=3 sjsr—*"n==s.ss '3 
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with overflowing- fov w > j 

>«is 33 ?^=^£ fc 3 a^ 

22? « 

establish a second accordin„ I8 f T- M “™nient and jSSufT 

assiKBtr 5 ^ -fesri SKA 

We trust with Lu i S P mtuai armour. C c ‘ doiQ S good 

the advantage of our ctm^ *° S’ 00 ** fruits of their 11 

Ft S ^ ■**% 

M'tfi of,he/5 s “*& 

" l “ t was endti' “ d **“ *« former hS Jgf 

hearer of „ ur hater“ Sff* ““ J H uv * 1 Atliulstaa EUey th 
oppressors and impoverish^ TJ'T fuU . v 

Kurds ; and about their twoked .“^‘ghbourhood at i, 

p “ 

kW'Vid^tiSI ui “hi for the 

■^ 1 * lul : l, 1 K ; dlustrious kin-,lom of Si ^ tie J antl of the if out 

“ ^rir^ < 2 wr„r d if 

which docs nor pass away 

■m 
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REUBEN SIMEON". 



“ in9 o£ ****•° a i! 

j n ~li K atriarcha ^ seaI we use. On the 10th I f' 

day of the blessed Ah (August) in the year 1880 of our Lord. ! ■ 


or^r^^^iS^- S “^^(-uaI j 

Tlioso who desire further information on the work of this Mission 

nr°ti a t0 2*°V? 0v ' G " Si I ' 1ET ™™» ~1 Trinity Square, E C ' 

or to the Rev. R, Milbutot Bulkistox, 2, Dean’s Tim! irl / 

mnstor, S.ff from whom the following publications and photo¬ 
graphs may ho obtained; and to whom, or to the Bey U W 

^2, S ' RG " 19 - 8.W., eontri Tuitions 

Narrative of a visit to Kurdistan in 18*4; 7</. post free 
pMfm ° n lLe FoUEdati0n of Ulc Mission in 1SH;, with Map: 7 "f. 

iBolh thee pamphlet! contain cry i„ternti,iy letter, from the Orient 
^ prelates.) 

Ch A apd?n jSril of Canterbury in Lambeth PaW 

““ m0rn “ S ° f Ule dt T““0 of the Assyrian; 

cabinet rnoTooiiAras of > 

|eMe“oTo^rfe.\"d: 0i Bishop- \ 

Eabbnu Johnan the Hermit; Is. (id. 1 
cS°; L m Assj ' n “ E “? lis >‘ Mission House at . 

I ’ a S^a“hs““d. tl,e P “ tri " G r »"To^syrians;ls.,iJ. j 

All pot free. mounted on far*. Stamp, received for amount, under U. 


Prialoa by Paaar, Oaunssa 4 o, Furtagdon F.o«a, LanJoa, E.C. 



